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= Enquiry into the Mcafurcs of SUBMISSION , to the fagreams 


Authority : And of the Grounds wpon which it may be Lawfal or Neceſſary 
for Subjeds,. to Defend sbeir RELIGION, LIVES axd LIBERTIES. 


J Enquirie cannot be Regularly made, but by taking,in the firſt 
place, 'a true and full view of the Nacure of Civil Society , and 
more particularly of the Nature of Swpream Power, Whether it is lodg- 
ed in one or moe Perfons. 

x. Ir is cerrcain that the Law of Nature has put. no difference nor {ub- 
ordinarion among Men, except ir bethat of Children ro Parents, or of 
Vives to their Husbands.z \othat. with Relation to the Law of. Nature, 


all Men a-e born free ; And. this-Liberry muſt ſti]l be ſuppoſed Entire, un- 


leſs fo far as it is limited by Contrafts, Proviſions and Laws ; For a 
Man can cicherbind himſelt to. be a. Servant, or (ell himlelf to be a 
Slave, by which he becomes. in the power of another, only ſo far as ic 
was provided by the 'Contratt :: Since ail that Liberry which was not cx- 
ptefly givenraway, remains ſtill entire ; {o that the Plea for Liberty al- 
wayCcs Proves it ſelf , unkeſs.it appears that ic is given up, or limited by 
any ſpecial Agreement. 

2. It is no leſs certain, thatas the light of Nature has plan'e in all 


Men a Narural principle of the Love of Life , and of a defire to priferve itz. 


ſorhe comme: n principles of alt Religion agrce in this, that GOT) hav- 
ing fect UE in chis World, we are bound to pceſerve-that Being , which 


he has given Us, by all Juſt and Lawtul wayes. Now this. Duty of 


Self- Preſeruntion, is exerted in inſtances of two {orts; | he one are.in rhe 
reſiſting of violent Aggreſlors ; | The ather are the taking of Faſt Re- 
venges of thoſe who have invaded Us fo ſecrerly , thu We could nor 
prevent them. and ſo violently that We ccul 1 nor refiit chem. In which 
caſes the principle of SeIf preſervation warrants us , both to recover what 
 tsour own, with jaſt Damages ; And alſo to pur ſuch unjuit perſons 
out of a capacity of doing the like injuries any more, exther to our (elves 


or to any others. Now in theſe inſtances of SefF preſervation, this diffe-. 
rence is to: be obſerved , that che firſt cannot be limited, by aty flow 


| Forms, fince a-/refing Danger requires. a vigoroxs Refwiſe , and cannot 


admirot oy 6 whereas the ſecond, of taking Reverges or Keparations, 


is not of {ych haſtc, but that ir may be —_ under Rulcs and Forms 
a CY py 4 


3. The 


' 3. Thetrue and original. Notion of Civil Society and Goperament is that 
it 15 a com-promiſe made by ſuch a body of Men, by which they reſign 
up the right of demanding Reparations, cicher in he way of Jultice, a- 

ataſt one andther ;; or m the way of War againſt cheic Neighbours 
to ſh atopic perſah .ar to ſuch a body of. Men as they think fir to 

oft wick this.” Attd' He manapetnent of this Civil Society, great di- 
ſtinftion isto be made between the-yower. of making Laws for the regu- 
lartng theconddtt of ir;&the yower of exectuing,thele Lawsthe Suprean 
Auwtbority muſt ſtill. be ſupyoted to be Todged, with. thoſe who have the 
Legif! rtive Power” reſerved to them; bit not with theve who. have only 
the Executive \, which is plainly a Truſt, when ic is ſeparated from the 
Legiſlative power x and alt, Truits by their pature Jopore,. that thoſe 
to' who they ate. giveni,, are accountable; even tho that it ſhould nor 
bet ſpecified inrhe words of the Truſt ix ſelf. © 

.:It cannor be farppoſed by.the principles of Natural Religion, that 
GOD has authoriſed any one Form of Government, any ather way than, as 
the general Rules ot Order and of Juſtice Be all Men-nor, to lubyert 
Con ticurions. , nor diſtyrb the peace, of Mankind, nor inyade thoſe 
Rights with which the Law may have velted. ſome Perſons; For it -is 
certain that as private ConcraQs lodge'or tranſlate private Rights; ſo 
the publick Lawscan likewiſe Todge ſuch Rights, |'rerogatives and Re- 
venues, inthoſe under whoſe protetion. they put themſelves ; and. in 
{uch a manner that they may come to have as ood a: tile to theſe, as 
wy private perſon-can have to his property z ſo:that ir becomesan At 
of high injuſtice and violence to.invade theſe ,. which-is. ſo far a greater 
fin than any ſuch Aqions would' be: againſt a: private perſon;, Asthe 
publick. Peace and Order is preferableito all private conſiderations whatſoever. 
So that in truth, {the principles af Natwral. Religion , give thoſe that are 
in Authority no power atall}, but they da only fecure them. in the pol- 
ſeſſion of that which is theirs, by Law- And as no confiderations of Re- 
ligion can bind'me to;pay another more than I indecd owe him -, but. 
do only bind me more ſtrictly. to pay what I owe;So the conſiderations 
of Religion do indeed bring Subjeds under ſtrifter Obligations, to. pay 
all due allegiance and Submiſſion. to-their. Princes; but they donotar. 
all extend that Allegiance. farther;.than the Law. carries: it,, ' And, 
chongh a Man has no Divine Right. to. his Frapertys bur. has acquired: 
it by Humane Means, ſuch as Succeffjon.or Induſtry , yet he has. a (c- 
curiry for'the enjoyment of it, from. a Divine Right, ſo _ nces 
| | 2 aye 


kwknotgnhediac. ures Heaven, eicher for ther Ori 
_ gindl Titles, or for-the cxcoe df - theii, yet they are fecared in 
thi pofſetion of rheri by rhe Principles and Rules of Netwral Re- 
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he” Ir is eg be confidered that #84private Perldn, can bind him- 
ſettroanorher Mans fervice by different degrees , efther 4s an 6r- 
dinaty Fer yant for wages, or as art appropriat for x longer Fn as 
an. Apprentice, or by a total-piving himſelf up 6 UPthick Mo 
im the caſe '6f Slavery : | In all which cafes the Genetal name of 
Maſter may. be equally uſed, yet the pes of his. power are to 
be judged by: che naetife of the Contratt; fo likewiſe Bodics of 
Meh can give therifelves. up in different degrees, tothe comdiift 
df othets-: And: therefore thoiigh'all thoſe may catty the fame 
natne of King ,- yer: every ones-power i5to be taken from the Mea- 
fares ofthe Authericy which is lodged\# him , and not from any 
general Specularions founded on ſome Equivocal terms, ſuch as 
King, Soveraign'or Snpreart, (92 LOI | 
6: Irscertain, thar GOD, Aasthe Creator and Governor of the 
World: thay let, up whom hewill , to rule over other ' Men : 
But chis Declaration of Hiswill , muſt be made evident by Pro- 
phets-, or other extraordinary. Men ſenr of Him, whohave ſome 
marteſt-proofs of the Divine Authoriry, that is committed to 
chem; on ſuch occaſions, and upon ſuch Perſons declaring the will 
of GOD, infavour ot any others, that Declaration is to be ſub- 
mitted to and _— But this pretence of a Divme Delegati- 
on, can becarryed no farther than to thoſe who are rhns expreſly 
marked out , and is unjuſtly claimed by thoſe who can prove no 
ſuch Declaration to have been ever made in Favour of them, or 
their Families. Nor docs it appear Reaſonable to conclude from 
their being in-poſleſſion, that it is the will of GOD tharitſh ould 
be ſo,«this juſtifies all Ukurpers , when they 2re ſucceſsful. 

7. The Mealures of Power, and by conſequence of Obedience, 
muſt be taken froms the expreſs Laws of any Scate, or Body of 
Men, from the Oaths bh" ang {wear, or from'Immemorial pre. 
fcription,/and' a lang poſſeſſion, which both give'a' Title,” and 'in a 
long traft of rime make a bad one become good, ſince preſcription 
when it paſſes the memory of:man , atid isnot diſptired by any o- 
ther pretender ,” gives by the common - ſenſe” of all 'men, a = 

ed - _ all 
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and good ticle : $0-upon the. whole matter , the degrees of all 
Civil Authority, arc to betakeneithertrom cxprels Laws, Im- 
memorial Cuſtoms, or from. particular: Oaths , which the Sub 
jets ſwear to their Princes: This being till ro be laid down for: 
2 principic, that in allthe diſputes b:ztween Power and: Liberty , 
Power muſt alwaycs be proved, bur Liberty proves ir (elf ,, the one: 
being founded only upon policive Law, and che other upon the: 
Law C f Nature. 

8. It from che General Principles of humane Society , and na- 
tial Religion , we carry this marter to. be examined by the 
Scriptures, it is clear that all che paſſages that arc inthe Old Teſts- 
went , arc not tobe made uſe of in this marter , of neither. fide; 
For as the land of Cavaan, was given tothe os by an immediat 
grant from Heaven., ſo.GOD reterved ſtillthis ro himſclt,, and 
to the Declarations that he ſhauld m.cke from time to time, eicher 
by his Prophets , orby- the anſwers that came trom. the Cloud of 
Glory that was between the Cherubims, ro-ſer up Judges or Kinzy 
overthem , andto pull themr down.agiin as he: thought fir, here 
was an cxpicls D:legation made by Got! , and thereture all that 
wa$Saonein that Diſpenſation,, cither for or againſt Princes, Is not 
to be made uſe of in any other State, that is founded on, another 
bottom and conſtituticn, and all the expreſsions-in the old Tefta- 
ment relating to Kings, ſince they belong to perions that were im- 
mediatly deligned by God , . are without any fort of reaſon ap» 

1lyed rathoſe , who can prerend to no ſuch Deſignation, neither 
of themſelves nor tor their Anceſtors. | 

9. As for the New Teftament, it isplain, that there are no rules 

iven in it, neither for the Forms of Government 11 general, nor tor 
he degrees of any one Form in. particular, bur the general. rules. 
af Juſtice, order, and pace, being eſtabliſhed in ir upon higher 
Motives, and morebinding conſiderations, then cver they were 
in any ocher Religion whatloever, we are moſt ſtritly: bound by 
ir, to obſerve the conſtirution in-which we are > . And.ut: is plain, 
thatthe rules ſet us in the Goſpel, can be carricd no further. Ir is 
indeed clear trom the New Teſtament ,. that the Chriftian Religion as 
ſuch, gives us no grounds todefend or. propagit it.by force. lr is 
a Doftrine of the Croſs, and of Faich, and Paricnce under ic: And 
it by the order of Diyine providence , and of any ——_—_ of 

| "Cx 
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Government, under which we are born we are brought under 
ſufferings , for our profeſling of ir,, we may indeed retire and fly 
out of any ſuch Countrey , if wecan; bur if that isdenyed us, we 
muſt then according to this Religion, tubmic to thoſe ſufferings 
-under which we may be brought, conſidering that God will be 
Glorified by us in ſodoing, and chathe will both ſupport -us under 
- our ſufferings, and-gloriouſly reward us tor them. | 
' This wasthe State of the Chriſtian Religion.,, during the three firſt 
Centuries, under Heathen Emperoxrs, and a Conſtitution in which Pe- 
goniſm was cſtabliſbed by Law ; Bur if by the Laws of any Govern- 
ment, the Chriftian Religion, or any form of ir, is becomea part of 
che Swbjefts Property , it then falls under another conſideration, 
nor as it is a Religion, but as it is become one of the Principal Rights 
of the Subjeds, to believe and proteſs it : And then we mult judge 
of the Invaſions made on that, as wedoof any other Inyafien that 
is made on Our Rights. fg 5 ne 
10. All the paſlages in the New Teftament that relate ro Civil Go- 
vernment. ate to be expounded as they were truely meaned, in op- 
poſicion to that falſe notion of the Jews , who belicycd them- 
felves tobe ſo immediately anderthe Divine Authority, that they 
would not become rhe Subje&sof any other Power ; particularly 
of one that was not of their Nation, or of their Religion : there- 
fore they thought, they could not be under the Roman yoke, nor 
bound to pay T ribute to Ceſar, bur judged that they were only 
ſubj-T out of Fear, by reaſon of the Force that lay on them, bur 
not for Conſcience ſake: And fo in all their Diſperſion, both ar 
Rome and celſewhete, they thonght they were GODS Free-Men; and 
made uſe of this eg Liberty as @ cloak, of maliciouſneſs. In Op- 
poſition to all which , ſince ina courſe of many years, they had 
asked the proteQion of the Fomas yoke, and were come under their 
Authoriry, our Saviour ordered them tocontinne inthat by his 
laying, Render to Ceſar that which is Ceſars, and both St. Pawlin 
His Epiſtle to the Romans, and St. Peter in his General Epiſtle, have 
yery poſitively condemned that pernicious Maxim, but without 
any formal larations made of the Ralesor Meaſures of Go- 
wermment. And fince both the People and Senate of Reme had ac- 
knowledged the power that Auguſtus had indeed -violenely ufur- 


ped, it became legal when it was thus ſubmitzed to, and confir. 
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miffions being void of themlclyes, are indeed no commiſſions in 
the conſtruftion of the Law; And theretore thoſe who att in ver- 
tue of them, are ſtill ro be conſidered , as private perſons who 
come 10 Invade and diſturb us. It is alſo to be obſerved , thar 
there are ſome vointsthar are juſtly diſputable and donbtfal , and 
others that are ſo manifeſt , that it is plain that anv Objettions 
thar can be made to them , are rather forced pretences, than fo 
much as plaufible colours. Ir is true, it the catc is doubttul, the 
integeſt of rhe publick Peace and Order ovghr to carry it ; but the 
calc is quite 'diflerent when the Invaſions that are made upon L:- 
berty and Property, are plain and vilſibleto all that conſider them. 

13. The main and grear dificulty here, is, that tho our Go- 
yernment coes indeed aflert the Lit erty of the Subjc&, yer there 
are many expreſs Laws mace , that lodge rhe Militia ſingly in the 
King, that make it plainly unlawfull upon any prerence whatſoever 
to take Arms againſt the King, or any commiſſioned by him ; 
And theſe Laws have been put in the torin of an Oath, which all 
that have born any Imployment either in Church or State Fave 
ſworn, And thercfore theſe Laws , for the afſu- cing*our Liber- 
ties ,, do indecd bind the Kings conſcience, and may afi& his Mi. 
niſtets; ' yer ſince it is a Mixim of our Law, that the King:cando no 
wrong, theſe carinot be carried ſo far asto juſtifie our taking Arms 
againſt him, bethe tranſ2 rcfſions of Law ever fo many and lo ma- 
nifeſt : And ſince this has becn the conſtant Dofrine of the Chureh of 
England, it will be a very hcavy Imputation on us, if it appears, 
that tho we held theſe opinions, as long as the Court and the Crozwn - 
have fayoured'us, yer as loon as the Court turns againſt us, we 
change ovr Principles. 

14. Here isthe true difficulty of this whole matter, and there- 
for it ought to be exaftly conſidered. Fiiſt, all general words,how 
large ſocyer, are ſtil] ſuppoſed to have a tacite Exception, and re- 
ſerves in them , if the matter ſeems ro require it. Children are 
commanded to Obey their Parents in all things: Wives are de- 
clared be the Scripture , to be Jufet to their Husbands in all 
things; asSthe Church is unts Chrift: And yct how comprehenſive 
ſoever theſe words may ſeem to be, there is ſtilla reſerye to be un- 
derſtood in them ; * And tho by our Form of Marriage the Par- 


ties {wear to one another #1 death them -1 part, yet few doubt but 
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this bond is diſfolved-by Adultery, tho ict.is not named; for odious 
things ought not to be ſuſpzteF, and therefore not named upon 
ſuch Cons : But when they - fall our, they carrie ſtill cheir 
own force with them. 2. Whea there ſeems to: be a Contraditti- 
on between two Arcicles in the conltitution, we ought to examine 
which of the two is the malt evident ,, and the moſt Important 
and ſo we ought to fix upon it, and. then we mult give (ach an 
accomodating ſenſe to that which ſeems to contradict it,that ſo we 
may reconcile thoſe rogerher. Here then are two ſeeming contradi- 
ions in our conſticution: The oneis the Pw blick, Liberty of the Nation; 
the other isthe renouncing of all reſt/tance , in caſe;,that were In- 
vaded. Ir isplain, that our Libersy. is. only a thing that we 
enjoy at the > iſcretion , and during his plcaſyre, if the other 
againſt all Reſiſtance is'ro be underſtood accarding to the outmoſt 
| m—_ of the words. Thercfore ſince, rhe chict Deſign of Our 
whole Law, and all the (ſeveral Rules of.our Conſtitution, is to ſe- 
cure and mantain Our Liberty, wc ought to lay that down tor a 
concluſion, that it is both the moſt plain and the moſt important 
of the two: And therefore the other Article againſt Reſiſtance 
ought to be ſo {oftned. as that ir doe. nor deſtroy this. 3. Since it 
is by a Law that Reſiſtance: is condemned,we ought to,underftand 
itin ſuch a ſenſe, as that it does not deſtroy all other Laws :” And 
therefore the intent of this Law muſt only relate to the Executive 
Power, which is in the King, and not to the Legiſlative, in which 
we cannot ſuppoſe that onr Legiſlators, who made that Law, inten- 
ded to give upthat, which we plainly fee they reſolved ſtill to pre- 
{erve inrire, according ro the Ancicnt. Conſticution. So then the 
not reliiting the King, can only be applycd to the Executive Power, 
that ſo upon no pretence of - il] Adminiltrations in the Execution 
of the Law, it ſhould be lawful to refiſt himz but this cannot with 
any rcaſon be extended toan Inyaſton of the Legiſlative Power, or to 
a total ſubverſion.of the Government, For it being plain , that the 
Law did not Deſign to lodge that power.in the King; it isalfo plain, 
that it did not intend to ſecure him init, in caſe he ſhould let as 
bout ir. 4- The Law mentioning the King,. or thoſe Commiſſi- 
onate by him , ſhews plainly, that it only Deſigned to ſecure tne 
' King in the Executive Power : For the word Commiſcien neceſlarly 
imporcsthis, ſince if it is .not according to Law, it 1s Po oyndſen 
x n 
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And by coniequence, thoſe who AQ-in Vertue of it, are not corq- 
miſfionate by the King in the ſenſe of the Law. The King like- 
wile imports a Princectothed b / Law with the Regal Prerogative,but 
if he-goes to S»bvert the whole Foundation of the Governmenr, he 
ſubverts that by which he himſelf has his power , and by conle- 
quence he annulls his own power, and then he ceaſes to be King, 
having cndceavouted to-deftroy that, upon which his own Aucho- 
oy is foanded, 
tis acknowledged by the greateſt aſſerters of Monarchical 
power , that in ſome caſcsa King may fall from his power, and in 
other caſes thar he may fall from the exerciſe of ir, His deſerting 
hispeopte, his going about to enſhye or (eli them toany other, 
or a furious going about. to deſtroy them , are _ in the opinion 
of the moſt Monarchical Lawyers, ſuch abuſes, that they naturally 
diveſt choſe that arcguilty of them, of their whole Authority. 
Inf amy or Pbrenzie do ajfo' put them under the Guardian-ſhip of 0- 
thers.All the crowned: heads of Ezrope have,at leaſt ſecretly.approv'd 
of the: putting thelatc King of Poremget under a Guard1iar-ſhip,& the 
keeping him ſtill Priſoner for a tew Atts of Rage , that had been 
fatal to a very few perfons: And even onr Coxrt gavethe firſt 
countenance to it, thoof all others the late King hade the moſt 
reaſon to have done it at leaſt laſt of all , ſince it juſtified a Youn- 
ger brother's {upplanting the Elder; yer the evidence of the thing 
carryed ir even againſt Intereſt. Therefore if a King goes abour to 
ſubverrthe Government, and to oyerturnthe whole Conſtitution, 
he by this muſt be ſuppoſed either to fall from his power, or at 
leaſt from the exercile of it , ſo far as that he ought to be pur un- 
der Guardians; and according to the. caſe of Portugal, the next 
 Heirfalls naturally to be the Guardian. | 
The next thing to be conſidered, is, to ſee in Fatt whether the 
Foundations of this Government have been ſtruck at , and whether 
thoſe Ei rors,” that have been perhaps committed , areonly ſuch 
Malyerſartions, as ought 1o be Imputed only to hamane Frailty, and 
to the Ignorance, Inadyertencies, or paſſionsro which all Princes 
may be Subje&t, as well asother men, butthis will beſt appear if 
we confider,what are the Fundamental points of our Government,and 
the chicf ſecun ities rhat we have for our Liberties, 
TheAuthoriry of the Law is indeed all in one word, fo that 
if the King pretends to a power to Diſpenſe with Laws , _ is 
. nothing 
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nothing left, up>n which rhe $#lje# can depend; And. yet as if 
Diſpenſmg power were not enough , it Lawsare wholly ſuſpended 
for all time coming , this is plainly a repealing of them , when 
likewiſe the Men, in whoſe hanJs the Adminiſtration of Jultice 
isput by Law, ſuch as Judges and Sheriffs arc allowed to tread 
all Laws under foot, even theſe rhar infer-an incapacity on them- 
ſelves if they violate them, this is ſuch a breaking of the whole 
Conſticution, that we can no more have the Adminiſtration of 
cs, ſo that it is really a diſſolution of th? Government 5 ſince all 

ryals, Sentences, and the Executions of them are become lo ma- 
ny unlawtul Ads, that are null and void of themſelves. 

The next thing in-our Conſticution , which ſecures to us our 
Laws and Liberties , is a Free and Lawful Parlament. Now not to 
mention the breach of the Law of Triennial Parliaments , it being 
abovethree years ſince we had a Seſſion, that enatted any Law; 
Methods have been taken, and are daily a taking, char render this 
impoſlible. Parliaments ought to be choſen withan intire Liberry, 
and withont either Force or Pre-engagements : Whereas if all 
Men are required - before hand to enter into. Engagements , how 
they will Votre, it they were choſen themielves ; Or how they will 
give their Votes in the EleCting of others; This is plainiy 
{uch a preparation to a Parliament, as would indeed make 1it- 
no Parl:ament , but a Cabal , if one were choſen after all that 
Corruption of Perſuns , who had pre-engaged themſelves ; and 
afrer the T hreatning and Turning our of all Perſons out of Em1. 
ploymen's who had Refuſed to do it; And i there are ſuch 
daily Regulations made in the Towns , that 1t is plain thoſe who 
manage them, intend at laſt ro pur ſuchanumberot Men in 
the Corporations as will certainly. chuſe the perſons who are re- 
commended to them. Bur above all , it there arc ſuch a number 
of Sheriffs and Majors made over England, by whom the Ele&Qions 
muſt be conducted and returned , who are now under an Incapa- 
city by Law , and fo are no Legal Officcrs, and by conſequence 
theſe Ele&ions that paſs under their Authority are null and voidy 
If, 1 ſay. it is clear that rhingsare brought torhis , then the'Govern- 
ment is diſſolved, becauſe it 1$impoſſible to have a *Free and Legal, 
Parliament in this State of things. If rhen both the Authority of 
the Law, and the conſtitution of the Parliament are ſruck at and 
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diflolved, here is a plain ſubverſion of the whole Government. Bur 
if we center next into the particular branches of the Government , we 
wilt find the like diſorder among them all. | boy 

"The Protettant Religion, and the Chrwrch of England , makea great 
Anicle of our Government, the Latter bejng ſecurcd not only of old 
by Magna Charts, but by many {pecial Laws made of late; - And 
there are particular Laws made in. K. Charles the Firſt , and the 
late King's time , ſecuringrhem frum all Commiſfons that the King 
can raiſe for Judging or Centureingthem: It then in oppofition 
to this, a Cort ſo condemned is EreQed , 'which- proceeds to 
Judge and Cenſure the Clergy, and even to diſfeile them of their 
. Free bolds,without ſo much as the Form ofa Tryal, tho this isthe 
moſt indiſpenſable Law , of all theſe that ſecures the Property of Eng- 
lard : And it the King pretends that he can require the Clergy to 
; publiſh all his Arbitrary Declarations , And in pariicularone that 
{tricks art their whole Setlement , and bas Ordercd Proceſs to be 
begun againſt all that diſubeyed this #l:gal Warrant , and has 
treated fo great a number of the Biſhops as Criminals, only tor 
repreſenting to him the reaſons of their not obeying him ; If like- 
wiſe the Kirg isnot ſatisfied roproteſs his own Religion openly , tho 
even that is contrary to Law, bur has ſent Ambaſiadors to Rome , 
and received Nuncio's from thence, which is plainly Treaſon by Law, 
if likewiſe many Popiſh Churches and Chapels haye been publickly 
- opened; if ſeveral Colledges of Jeſus have becn ſet up.in divers 
*parts of the Nation, and One.of the Order: has been made a Privy 
| Comnſellour , and a Principal Miniſter of Statezand if Papifts and even 
thoſe who turn to that Religion, tho declazed Traitors by Law, 
are brought into all the chiet Employmcnts, both Military and Ci- 
211; then it is plain , that all the rights of the Cherch of Fngland , 
and the whole eſtabliſhment of the Prozeftant Religion are ſtruck ar, 
and deſigned to be overturned ſince all theſe things, as they are 
 notorionſly illegal , {o they eyidently demonſtrate, that the great 
. deſign of them all , is the rooting out this Peſtilent Herefie, in 
their ſtile, I mean the Proteſtant Religion. 

In the next place, if in the whole courſe of Juſtice, it is viſible, 
' that there is a conſtant praQiſcing upon the Fudges, that they are 
turned out upon their yarying {rom [the Intentions of the Court , 
and if Men of no Reputation or Abilities ate put in cheir places; 


| | + AW 542408 
Kan Army is kept up in time of Peace, and Men who withdraw 
. from thar #kgat ſervice are hanged up as Criminals, without any col- 


lour of Law, which by conſequence are ſo many Murders, And 


if the Souldierie are connived at and encouraged in the moſt enor- 
-mone Crimes, that fo they may be thereby prepared to commir great 
ones, And from fingt- Rapes and Murders, proceed to a rape upon 
all our Libetries . and a Deſtruftion of the Nation : THI ay, all 
theſe thingsare true in Faft, then it is plain , that there is ſuch a 
Diffolution of the Government mace, thar there isnor any one part 
of it left Sound and Entire : And if all theſe thingsare done now, 
ir is caſe to imagine what may be expected, when Arbitrary Power 
that ſpares no Man, And Popery that ſpares no Heretich,, are finally 
eſtabliſhed : then we may 190k for nothing bur Gabeltes , Taittes, 
Impoſuions, Benevolences , and all forts of illegal Taxes; As from the 
7 we may expect Burnings, Maſſacres, and Inquifitions.© In what 
is doing in Scetland we may gather what is to be expetted in Eng- 
land, where, if the King has over and over again declared , That 
be is veſted with'an Abſolute Power , towhichall are bound to Obey 
without Reſerve. And has upon that annulkd almoſt all the Ads 
of Parliament thar-paſſed in K. James I. Minority, tho they were 
ratified by himſelt when he came to be of Age ; And were con- 
firmed by all the ſubſequent Kings, not excepting the preſent. We 
muſt then conclude from thence , what 1s refolyed oh {here in 
England, and what will be put in Execution as ſoon as it is thought 
that the times can bear it. When likewayes the whole ſetlement 
of Ireland is ſhaken, and the Army that was raiſed , and. is main- 
tairied by Taxes, 'that were given for an Army of Engliſh Prote- 
ſtems, to fecure them from a new Meſſacre by the Iriſh Papifts , is 
now all filled with Iriſh Papiſts, as well asalmoſt alt the other Em- 
ployments; Iris plain, that not only all the Briziſh Proteftants Inha. 
biting that Iſland, are t-dayly danger of being butchered a fecond 
time, bur that the Crowe of England, is in danger of loſeing that 
Hand, itbeing now-/put wholly into the hands and power of the 
Native Iriſh, who as they formerly offered themlelyes up ſometimes 
ro the Crown of Spain, ſometimes to' the Pepe, and once to the 
Duke of Lorrain, fo afc ey petboys at this preſent trcating with 
another Coxrt ſor the fate and furfender of the Nerd, and for the 
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If chv1s all che ſeveral branches of our Conſticution are diffolved, 
ic might be at leaſt expected , that one part ſhould be left entire, 
and that is the Regal Dignity; and yet that is proſtituted, when we 
ſee a Young Child put in the reverſion of ir, and pretended to be the 
Prince of Wales; concerning whoſe being born of the Qxcen, there ap- 
pears to benotonly no certain proofs, but there are all the preſump- 
tiones that can poſhbly be imagined to the contrary. No proofs 
were cyer given either to the —_— of Denmark,, or to any other 
Proteſtant Ladies , in whom we ought to repoſe any confidence that 
the Queen wasever with Child ; that whole matter being managed 
with ſo much myſtcriouſneſs, that there were violent and publick 
{uſpitions of it before the Birch. Bur the whole contrivance of the 
Birth , the {ending away the Princeſs of Denmark, the ſudden ſhort- 
ning of the Reckoning , the Bxeens ſudden going to Se. James*s, her no 
leſs ſudden delivery , the hurrying the hid into another Room, 
without ſhewing it to theſe preſent, and wichout their hearing ir 
cry; And the Myſterious Condudt of all ſince that time ; No fſatis- 
faCtion being given to the Prineeſ7 of Denmark upon her return from 
the Bath, nor to any other Proteſtant Ladies, of the Queens having 
been really brought to Bed; Theſe are all ſuch evident Indicarions 
of a baſe Impoſture, in this matter, that as the Natiox has the juſteſt 
reaſon in the World to doubt of it, ſo they haveall poſſible rea- 
fon to be at no quiet, till they ſee a Legal and Free Parliament aſſcm- 
bled, which may Impartially, and without eicher fear or corrup- 
tion, examine that whole matter, 

If all theſe martersare true in Fat, then I ſuppoſe no Man will 
doubr, that the whole Foundations of this Government , and all the 
moſt ſacred parts of it are oyerturned ; And as tothe truth of all 
_ = r__ , that is left to eyery Engliſh-Mans Judgement 
and Senle. 
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